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structed door;' and flights of steps, "that were worn by time
or hewn by Art"1 lead to the bottom of the cavern. Thus,
some of the properties used by Walpole are also here, though
the motive of their introduction is entirely different. They
are intended to create a mild air of novelty only. The desire
to evoke terror or suspense is entirely absent; and the super-
natural is cursorily mentioned but once. The wood in which
the cave of the hermit was situated is unfrequented, "the
common people having entertained a strange notion that it
is the habitation of supernatural beings."2 But while the
influence of The Castle of Otranto on The Hermit is very
slight and even problematical, we are left in no doubt on
the point in The Hermitage^ three years later.
William Hutchinson, the author of The Hermitage; A
British Story (1772), became later an antiquary and topo-
grapher of some repute. He published the first volume of
his History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of'Durham, in
1785. But his antiquarian interests, as becomes evident
from the correspondence published in Nichols's Illustrations
of Literary History^ were fully awake long before that. Even
about the time when he wrote The Hermitage his mind was
running on moats, castles, and the Middle Ages. The Castle
of Otranto was in harmony with his tastes, and he was
naturally attracted by it. According to Nichols, Hutchinson
also wrote in 1776 "a Romance after the manner of 'The
Castle of Otranto/ "3 a book of which unfortunately no copy
is available. But the similarity between The Hermitage and
Horace Walpole's novel is so clearly marked, that one
wonders whether the "romance" referred to is not The
Hermitage itself.
With all his love for the past, Hutchinson seems to have
been a thoroughly religious, credulous, commonsense man,
and "the Editor" informs the reader in the Preface of the
novel that "The work, in general, inculcates resignation to
the will of Heaven, filial reverence, and universal love." The
author may well have been prompted to write his story as an
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